
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1957
TRIBUTE TO A HERO: JASON

SHRADER

HON. TILLIE K. FOWLER
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 24, 1999

Mrs. FOWLER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to honor a young man in my
district. Last year, one of my constituents in
Ormond Beach, Florida, risked his own life to
save another man’s life.

Jason Shrader was only 15 years old in
May 1998 and just a freshman at Seabreeze
High School when he rescued 40 year old Ed-
ward Skelton from drowning. Skelton and his
girlfriend had gone swimming at the Division
Avenue shell pit, a popular swimming hole,
when he blacked out and went under. Jason,
who was sitting on the shore with his friends,
did not think twice before he dove in to search
for Skelton.

As Jason himself so movingly described it,
‘‘I was scared that either I was going to die
trying to save him or he was going to die be-
fore I could get him to safety. I grabbed his
foot and pulled him to the surface. He had
turned blue from lack of oxygen, the cold
water, and being at a depth of fifteen feet of
water.’’

Fortunately for Mr. Skelton, Jason is a Boy
Scout—an experience that taught him how to
perform CPR, and allowed him to keep Mr.
Skelton alive until paramedics arrived.

Too often we are too busy with our own
lives to think about the people around us
whom we may not know. Jason’s selfless and
heroic action reminds us that sometimes it is
important to get involved and to do something.
As the Bible says, ‘‘Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends’’ (John 15:13).

Jason is truly a role model for all of us and
I commend him for his courage and bravery in
the fact of such a frightening and dangerous
situation. The Coast Guard has issued a spe-
cial award to recognize Jason’s actions,
awarding him the Meritorious Public Service
Award. I wish to add my congratulations and
applause for Jason Shrader, as he represents
the definition of a true hero.
f

HONORING KSEE 24 HISPANIC-
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
HONOREES

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 24, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Hon. Jane Cardoza,
Pilar De La Cruz, Gabriel Escalera, Frank C.
Franco, and Dr. Cecilio Orozco for being se-
lected as the 1999 Portraits of Success pro-
gram honorees by KSEE 24 and Companies
that Care. In celebration Hispanic-American
Heritage Month for September, these five
leaders were honored for their unique con-
tributions to the betterment of their community.

KSEE 24 and Companies that Care
launched the 1999 Portraits of Success pro-
gram to honor five distinguished local leaders
in celebration of Hispanic-American Heritage
month. Currently in its fifth year, this special

project combines specially produced public
service announcements, a five-part news se-
ries, plus an awards luncheon to publicly rec-
ognize the unique contributions of the Hon.
Jane Cardoza, Pilar de la Cruz, Gabriel
Escalera, Frank C. Franco and Dr. Cecilio
Orozco.

Since graduating from law school in 1981,
Judge Cardoza started her law career in the
Fresno County District Attorney’s office, pro-
ceeding to the offices of the Fresno City Attor-
ney and State Attorney General, Fresno Coun-
ty Municipal Court and now is the Presiding
Judge of Family Law for the Fresno County
Superior Court. She is active in the San Joa-
quin College of Law Board of Trustees, the
Fresno Metropolitan Museum Board of Trust-
ees, Fresno Metropolitan Rotary, Fresno City
College Puente Project Mentoring Program
and Domestic Violence Rountable.

Pilar de la Cruz began her nursing career in
1969 at Fresno Community Hospital and has
moved up the corporate ladder to become
vice-president of Education Department at
Fresno Community. She has been instru-
mental in the development of the Jefferson
Job Institute, a program to provide training for
parents of school children for entry-level jobs
in hospital settings. Ms. De la Cruz was
named 1998 Volunteer of the Year by the
American Health Association and 1997 RN of
the Year by the Central Valley Coalition of
Nursing Organizations. She received the
Latina Beyond Boundaries Award in
Healthcare for 1998.

Gabriel Escalera has been in the field of
education for 27 years, as principal of Alta Si-
erra Intermediate School for five years and is
the principal of Gateway High School. His col-
lege major was physical education; played
football for San Diego State and was an ath-
letic director and coached football and wres-
tling for 12 years. Mr. Escalera is president of
the Fresno chapter of the Association of Mexi-
can-American Educators and is also president
of the Fresno chapter of ACSA. He is a mem-
ber of the Latino Educational Issues Round-
table and numerous professional and service
organizations.

Mr. Franco is Business Development Man-
ager for the Fresno County Economic Oppor-
tunities Commission and has been with the
Commission for 16 years. He is Chairperson
of the Board of the Metropolitan Flood Control
District which is instrumental in developing
new parks, is past president and board mem-
ber of Central California Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce. Mr. Franco enjoys working for the
benefit of children and serves as a board
member for Genesis, Inc., a group home for
girls that also provides substance abuse coun-
seling for women.

Dr. Orozco is Professor Emeritus at CSUF’s
School of Education. In 1980 in Utah he dis-
covered the origins of the Nahaatl people, the
ancestors of the Anasazi and Aztecs, and has
repeatedly visited the sites. One of his proud-
est accomplishments was proposing the name
of Miguel Hidalgo Elementary School which
was the first school in Fresno to be named for
a Hispanic, and this effort was partially re-
sponsible for his receiving the National Asso-
ciation for Bilingual Education’s ‘‘Pioneer In Bi-
lingual Education Medal’’ in 1997. Dr. Orozco
published a book explaining the details of the
Sun Stone of the Mexicas and the Aztec Cal-
endar and in 1998 published (in Spanish) the
essence of his research on the work of Lic. Al-

fonso Rivas Salmon which dealt with the ori-
gins of the Nahuatl people.

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the con-
tributions of Judge Jane Cardoza, Pilar De La
Cruz, RN, Gabriel Escalera, Frank C. Franco,
and Dr. Cecilio Orozco for the month of Sep-
tember, Hispanic-American Heritage Month. I
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing
these honorees many more years of continued
success.
f

H.R. 2684, VA–HUD
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OF TEXAS
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Friday, September 24, 1999

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, it is our duty to
fulfill our promises to our nation’s veterans,
the men and women who have put themselves
in harm’s way in service to their country. It is
our duty to care for our veterans, and if we
pass this legislation, we will fail miserably.

We are faced today with a bill that fails to
deliver to our veterans the funding they so
desperately need. If we pass this bill, we will
only be perpetuating the failure of the Presi-
dent’s severely lacking budget. Even though
this bill would provide $1.7 billion more than
the President’s request, it is still not nearly
enough. Two wrongs do not make a right, and
if we pass this legislation our veterans will be
wronged yet again, by Congress as well as
the Administration.

The Republican leadership would have you
believe that the Independent Budget submitted
by the veterans themselves is bloated and
overstates the funding needs for veterans pro-
grams. I reject this assertion completely and
am horrified that the Republicans are alleging
double-counting and padding of budget esti-
mates by respected veterans’ groups such as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans, AMVETS, and Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America.

As if these allegations were not enough, the
Republican leadership is now touting this ane-
mic bill as a cause for celebration and criti-
cizing veterans for ‘‘complaining’’ when they
fail to celebrate over a bill that is lacking over
one billion in critically needed funds. The Re-
publicans have resorted to these tactics
against veterans who fought to preserve the
prosperity of this country—the prosperity in
which veterans will not share if this bill is
passed. These accusations are a slap in the
face to our veterans and add insult to injury.

As a strong supporter of our nation’s vet-
erans, I am forced today to vote against this
bill due to its severe lack of funding for vet-
erans’ programs. Veterans groups agree that
this bill falls short by at least $1.1 billion. In
light of projected budget surpluses and an irre-
sponsible trillion dollar tax cut, it is especially
disappointing to see the men and women who
have served this country overlooked by those
who would rather squander the surplus reck-
lessly than use it to secure the future of critical
programs such as veterans benefits and So-
cial Security and reduction of our growing na-
tional debt.

Our veterans are aging, and their medical
needs are growing as a result. This bill, how-
ever, does not address those needs. The
number of VA medical facilities has decreased
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almost 35% in the last ten years, but this bill
fails to address the growing demand for VA
services as a result of the increasing number
of veterans over the age of 65. According to
the Congressional Research Service, 36% of
all veterans are over the age of 65, and that
number is expected to increase exponentially
over the next eight years. An aging veterans
population will undoubtedly put a strain on our
nation’s Veterans Health Services. At the cur-
rent pace of construction, we will not have the
necessary facilities to meet veterans’ extended
care needs.

Faced with this reality, I am unable to vote
for a bill that will short-change veterans by
over a billion dollars while Republicans insist
on robbing Social Security and sacrificing vet-
erans’ healthcare, in favor of squandering the
surplus on fiscally irresponsible tax cuts.
f
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the City of Palos Verdes
Estates. Palos Verdes Estates is currently
celebrating its 60th year as an incorporated
city. Situated along the Pacific coastline, the
City of Palos Verdes Estates is a spacious
community that has changed little since its es-
tablishment.

Incorporated December 20, 1939, Palos
Verdes Estates is the oldest of the four cities
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula. The land was
first developed in the early 1920’s by Frank A.
Vandelip, a wealthy New York City financier.
Vanderlip envisioned a coastal community that
preserved and highlighted its natural re-
sources, one that blended in with the sur-
rounding environment. He commissioned the
Olmsted Brothers, the sons of Frederick Law
Olmsted, Sr., who designed Central Park in
New York City, to lay out and develop the
community.

The great care and pains that they took in
designing the community are still apparent
today. They set aside 28 percent of the land
to be permanent open space. In today’s age
of environmental awareness, the need for
open space has become more prevalent.
Vanderlip and the Olmsted Brothers recog-
nized the value of natural resources and had
the foresight and vision to preserve the land
for future generations to enjoy.

Palos Verdes Estates has thrived over the
last 60 years, and as we enter the 21st cen-
tury, Palos Verdes Estates will continue to be
the unique, scenic community of the South
Bay. I congratulate the City of Palos Verdes
Estates and its residents on this milestone.
f

MIN MATHESON HONORED
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that I rise today to bring the re-
markable life of Mrs. Min Matheson to the at-

tention of my colleagues. On September 24,
the people of the Wyoming Valley will pay a
long overdue tribute to Min, as a historical
marker is dedicated to her on the Public
Square in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. I am
pleased and proud to join in this historic trib-
ute.

One of eight children, Min Lurye was born
in Chicago in 1909. her father, a Jewish immi-
grant, was a cigar maker and a militant labor
leader. Min grew up in a household of radical
labor meetings, with her father organizing ral-
lies and strikes within the cigar industry. Max
Lurye fought organized crime and big busi-
ness at the same time, once even having a
confrontation with Al Capone. Min’s childhood
occurred in an atmosphere of violence and
fear in the labor movements as her father saw
some of close friends killed for resisting mob
control of the industry. Max’s legacy was con-
tinued by both his daughter Min and son Will,
who also dedicated his life to labor causes.

When she was nineteen, Min met and fell in
love with Bill Matheson. Defying the conven-
tion of the time, they set up a household to-
gether without marrying. At Bill’s urging, Min
traveled to New Jersey to help striking textile
workers, but the strike was crushed after six
months and Min was uncertain of her next
move. They soon moved to New York City
and began careers in the garment industry.
Min worked in a dress factory until Bill accept-
ed a position in Pennsylvania with the Inter-
national Ladies’ Garment Workers Union
(ILGWU). When they decided to have children,
they married and Min stayed out of union af-
fairs for a time to raise her two small children.

In 1944, the New York ILGWU asked Bill
and Min to move to Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, where dozens of small garment fac-
tories were sprouting up. Union official asked
Min and Bill ‘‘to clean up the mess down
there,’’ and within a few years, Min was Gen-
eral Manager of the Wyoming Valley ILGWU
and Bill was he Director of Education.

During strikes, she walked the picket lines
with the rank and file and stood her ground
when confronted by factory bosses. Eventu-
ally, Min realized the press was a union’s best
friend and regularly used radio shows to bring
the union’s case to the attention of the public.
She organized union blood drives and the
union locals gave freely to the United Fund.
The community began to accept and appre-
ciate the good works of the ILGWU. At one
point, Min realized the union needed to be-
come more active in the political arena and
began the strong relationship between labor
and the Democratic Party in Northeastern
Pennsylvania which still exists to this day.

Mr. Speaker, Min and Bill Matheson were
the parents of the garment industry workforce
in Northeastern Pennsylvania. they organized
it, fought for it, and gave it standing in the
community. Seven hundred people turned out
at a farewell salute after Min and Bill accepted
a transfer to New York in 1963.

Min and Bill chose to come back to the Wy-
oming Valley upon retirement. They moved
back in 1972, a few months before the Sus-
quehanna river overflowed her banks, flooding
the entire area and devastating the lives of
tens of thousands of area residents. An orga-
nizer by birthright, Min immediately helped to
organize the Flood Victims Action Council to
speak for those devastated by the disaster.
She brought her concerns and plight of the
flood victims to the immediate attention of the

federal government and worked closely with
then-Congressman Dan Flood to insure relief
for the thousands of displace residents. I am
proud to have worked closely with Min on that
effort, acting as legal counsel to the Flood Vic-
tims Action Council. Even in retirement, Min
Matheson had found a way to better the lives
of her neighbors in the Wyoming Valley. She
continued to contribute her time and energy to
our community until her death several years
ago. Then-Wilkes-Barre City Councilman Joe
Williams said it best: ‘‘There should be a stat-
ute of Min on Public Square for all that she
has done for this Valley.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased and proud to join
with my good friends at the ILGWU, the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, and the entire
community in paying a much over-due tribute
to this beloved figure in our region’s history,
Mrs. Min Matheson.
f
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as
my colleagues are aware, for the past year or
so, the Jewish community of Russia has been
subjected to anti-Semitic threats and violence.
And this is not just from marginalized,
thuggish elements on the streets; even elected
officials in Russia have resorted to anti-Se-
mitic slurs and threats.

Amid the latest explosions in Moscow, it is
all the more remarkable that no Jewish institu-
tions were attacked in Russia during the Jew-
ish New Year celebration of Rosh Hashanah.
Responding to the concerns of the Russian
and American Jewish communities, as well as
the U.S. Government and Members of Con-
gress, the Russian authorities provided ade-
quate protection for the synagogues, at least
in the capital city, Moscow. The federal gov-
ernment of Russia and Moscow’s city govern-
ment deserve credit for this protection of their
citizens. Monday’s Yom Kippur celebration
also passed without incident, and authorities
would also be well advised to ensure that fu-
ture holiday observances are accompanied by
a visible and comprehensive police presence.

In the past several weeks, a Jewish commu-
nity leader was violently attacked inside the
Moscow Choral Synagogue, and explosives or
false bomb threats have been uncovered in
synagogues as well. In addition to syna-
gogues, schools and other institutions are also
at risk. The school year has now begun, and
elderly Jews will again turn to social services
institutions with the approach of winter. Rus-
sian authorities should be encouraged to con-
tinue protecting Jewish facilities, as well as se-
riously investigating and prosecuting those
guilty of crimes against Jews. In addition, Rus-
sian officials should speak out frequently and
publicly against those who would—either
through word or deed—tear at the fabric of tol-
erance in Russia. To his credit, President
Yeltsin has denounced ‘‘disgusting acts of
anti-Semitism’’ in Russia, and in a telegram to
the Chief Rabbi of Russia, His Holiness Patri-
arch Alexei II condemned the attack in the
Moscow Choral Synagogue. Hopefully, these
statements against violence and for tolerance
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